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The State of the Town is Excellent

In May, Digest began a series of in-
depth interviews with island business
leaders and elected officials. This month,
Digest continues that series with an
interview with the Mayor of the Town of
Kiawah Island, Bill Wert.

Bill and his wife Pat built their

house on Kiawah in 1991 and became
full-time residents when Bill retired in
January of 1999. Bill has been active in
the Community Association (KICA),
serving as a committee chair, a member
of the Board of Directors, and as KICA
President from 2002 to 2003. He was
elected Mayor of Kiawah in December
of 2002 serving a two-year term, which
expires in December of 2004.

Digest:  What changes have you
observed in the community since you
and Pat moved here?

Wert: There have been great strides
in community building. We no longer
have the major rifts that divided us in
the 90’s with the competition amongst
island governing and social groups.
Many of the animosities and turmoil
that existed then are gone and the
community organizations and entities
seem to be working well together.

Property owners are now in the majority
on the KICA Board of Directors.

The Town is taking a stronger role in
community issues such as changes in
zoning, the short-term rental issue and
other external issues and has served as a
mediator and consolidator of views. We
have listened to our constituents and
created new ordinances to handle
problems that were previously up to the
Community Association to enforce.
KICA doesn’t have the enforcement
power the Town has. However, we must
be careful not to abuse this power and
pass laws that would dramatically change
what has made Kiawah the great place it
is.

Digest: As you look down the road,
how do you see Kiawah developing as a
place to live and visit? What role will
the Town play in this future
development?

Wert: I think that Kiawah will
continue to evolve pretty much as it has
in the past. All indications are that the
present balance of 20%
residents, 80% non-residents will stay
the same, although the number of each
will increase as we move toward build-
out. The population growth on Kiawah
during the past decade (1990 to 2000)
was 62%. Our resident population grew
from 718 to 1163. So we can anticipate
having approximately 1500 full-time
residents by 2010.

The history of Kiawah shows the
average time spent living here full-time is
ten years. Many reasons cause people to
relocate, finances, health, grandchildren,
life style, etc. Residents do move and
that will probably not change.

The main focus of the Town will

full-time

continue to be responsibility for the
health, safety and welfare of the
residents.  The Town was primarily
founded as a defensive mechanism — so
that Kiawah would not be annexed by
another city or town and could control
its own destiny; as an entity to offset the
power of the Developer; and to control
the beach.

Digest:
horizon for Kiawah are the opening of
the Sanctuary and the building of
Freshfields. How will this impact Town
government in their duties and
responsibilities? How will it impact the
ambiance and environment of Kiawah
in the future?

Wert: These will make the Town’s
job more complicated. The Town owns
the road between the future roundabout
and the front gate. The building of
Freshfields will make it necessary for us
to improve this road and seriously
consider building a safe bike path from
the gate to the shopping center

Immediate items on the

Freshfields will also attract people from
Johns Island and bring more people
closer to our front gate. Everything they
decide to do there will impact us.

The opening of the Sanctuary will
certainly increase traffic of visitors and
service personnel. It may also increase
the need for more security. However,
both of these projects are very good for
Kiawah. I see Freshfields as a strong and
vibrant shopping and community
center offering goods and services at a
shorter distance from our front gate.
The Sanctuary brings to Kiawah even
more opportunities  for
shopping and other amenities. Guests
of the hotel who enjoy Kiawah may

dining,

even become property owners in the

See State of the Town on Pg. 2
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Mission Statement

W_‘ are committed to accurately and
effectively reporting news affecting KICA, its
board, its committees and its members, and
to presenting discussions of significant issues
in a balanced and constructive manner.

Statement of Sditorial %olicn{

Under delegation by the KICA Board of
Directors, the Communications Advisory
Committee is fully responsible for the
editorial content of the Digest and the KICA
website. Accordingly, we shall endeavor to
report objectively and completely all
significant news relating to KICA, its board,
its committees, and its members. We shall
also publish editorials, identified as such,
where we feel that there is a need to clarify,
expand or express views and opinions on
relevant issues. These views and opinions will
not necessarily represent the views of the
KICA board unless they are signed as such.
Finally, we welcome suggestions from all
members on issues deemed significant and
deserving of publication or discussion.

From State of the Town on Pg. 1

future.

Digest: Do you think that the
building of a private club on Kiawah
(The Kiawah Island Club) has affected
the sense of community on Kiawah?

Wert: Initially, yes. The club was
developed in the mid 90’s to help sell real
estate, and at that time it did create a
“we/they” feeling. However, we have a
healthy Governor’s Club and the two
groups are trying to work together. As I
said before, previous strife has certainly
decreased in the last five years. Residents
come together through a variety of social
and community activities, the Sandcastle
being one of many.

Digest: Are there any public facilities
not on Kiawah now that you would like
to see built in the future, such as public
tennis courts, etc.?

Wert:
involved the Town should get in local
management of pools, tennis courts, etc.
I think that KICA, the Resort, and the
Developer have this covered. In my
opinion, it should not be the role of our
Town to create public recreational

It is a question of how

facilities.

Digest:  There is great interest on
Kiawabh in preserving the native wildlife
and habitat. What role does the Town
play in the preservation of the
environment here?

Wert:  Much larger than people
might think. The Town has put aside
$100,000 this year and for each of the
next five years for the use of the
Conservancy in their enclave program.

We are responsible for the beach
patrol, control of beach erosion and
renourishment of the beach. Overall, the
health of the beach is good. We are
currently in negotiations with the
Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) over work to be done at the far
east end of the beach to deal with the spit
and encourage an increase in sand on our
beach.

The Town underwrites the Turtle
Patrol. We have a full-time naturalist on
staff, Jim Jordan, and a full-time Ph.D.
candidate to assist him with wildlife

studies.

Digest: What is the overall picture of
the financial position of the Town? Do
we have the funds to carry out present
and future business?

Wert: We are very healthy
financially. We do have the funds now
and for the future. We are fortunate on
Kiawah to have a financially strong Town
and Community Association.

Digest: As we move toward “build-
out” and our population grows, obviously
there will be increased demands on
services, and an increase in traffic
to/fromfon the island. Does the Town
have plans to cope with these changes?

Wert:  These changes will occur
slowly. There may be a spurt in traffic
when the Sanctuary opens, however I
think that, over time, as home building
slows, less traffic from construction will
balance this out.

In the future, we may have to expand
enforcement. Right now we work with
KICA Security and we use the Charleston
County Sheriff’s Department for law
enforcement.

Digest: What external factors, such
as legislative or Charleston influences do
you see impacting the future of Kiawah,
either for better or worse?

Wert: Tax issues are of the greatest
concern. We have spent a great deal of
time and money on legal fees fighting
with the County and State trying to get
them to cap tax rates. With continued
property value growth, we continue to
pay a disproportionate amount of money
for the services we receive. We provide
15% of the total funds of the County of
Charleston and are less than .4% of the
population.  The current move from
countywide elected officials to individual
district officials will mean that we will
have less political impact on issues of
interest to us.

The development and population
growth on Johns Island will increase the
stress on the present road system even
more. We need a better highway across
Johns Island, but there are not many
receptive ears listening to our plight.

See State of the Town on Pg. 3
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The City of Charleston has an
insatiable appetite for annexing
property. We need to be careful they
don’t march right to the gates of
Kiawah.

Digest: What other kinds of issues
concern you about the future?

Wert: The new roundabout and
Freshfields will be very nice additions.
The concern I have is, how will the
parcel of land between Freshfields and
Cassique be developed? That is our
gateway, the entrance to our island.
Presently, the land hasn’t been platted
and there aren’t any covenants for
residential use on this tract. We must
work with the present owner, VIT the
parent of the Resort, and the County,
which presently controls the zoning for
this land.

Kiawah now has approximately
1,667 single-family homes. I would like
to see us have some control by
maintaining the neighborhood concept
through zoning — the “mega-mansions”
issue.

Digest:  Is the Development
Agreement working well and meeting
the needs of Kiawah? Do you anticipate
any changes being made in this
agreement in the future?

Wert: I think that the agreement
works well over all. The present
agreement runs out at the end of 2007.
The question is whether the agreement
should be renegotiated, and if so, what
should be included. One of the main
issues of the present agreement was the
transfer of power on the KICA board
from the Developer to the property
owners. This change has occurred — in
fact, they even accelerated the timetable.

We must begin dealing with this
issue soon. What will the vehicle be - a
new Development Agreement, or some
other form of legal document? I think
the Developer has the right to know the
rules that apply to them as they move
The has the

responsibility to continue the healthy

forward. Town

balance between the Resort, the
Developer and the Town that has made
Kiawah so great.

Digest: How do you feel about the
working relationship between KICA and
the Town in the governing of Kiawah?

Wert: I believe the relationship is
excellent. Leo Fishman, Mayor pro tem,
and I meet with the KICA President,
Fred Peterson, and KICA Vice-
President, Faith Dodge, on a monthly
basis.

But it only
organizations; I strongly believe all of the
Kiawah political relationships are in very
good shape. The Resort, the Developer,
the Town, residents and non-residents
alike are all working together for a more
environmentally friendly and
economically stronger island.

Digest: What do you see as the key
governance issues for the island in the
Sfuture?

Wert: How independent does the
Town want to be from Charleston
County? Do we want or need our own
police or fire departments? I am not a
proponent of either of these
considerations at this time. However, if

isn’t our two

taxes continue to increase there will be a
point at could
considerable money as taxpayers if we

which  we save
had our own fire department.

I think we need to work at making
the citizens of Charleston and Johns
Island aware of the total economic
impact that Kiawah has on them. We
pay taxes plus give of our time and
talent. It is estimated that the charitable
and cultural donations from Kiawah
amount to over fifty million dollars per
In addition, the employment of
local people has a large effect on the

year.

economy of Johns Island.

Digest:  Finally, comment a bit on
the differences between being KICA
President and Mayor of the Town. We
understand you have performed a
number of marriages.

Wert: The biggest difference I think
is that the KICA President is internally
focused. KICA is involved within the

boundaries of Kiawah and is concerned
with the infrastructure — roads, bridges,
ponds, landscaping, etc.

On the other hand, the Mayor is
looking outward. My job is to interface
with the State, the County and
adjoining municipalities in order to
affect external factors that impact
Kiawah. I have a legal responsibility to
account for the health, welfare, and
safety of the residents, and am mandated
to uphold State and County law.

I have enjoyed both jobs, but I will
say that being Mayor has taken a lot
more time than I spent as President of
the Community Association.

And, yes, I have married over 20
couples so far. It is a great part of my job
being a part of very happy people
starting a life together.

Digest:
December, are you going to run for
another term?

Wert:
circumstances, I do plan to run again.

Your term is up in

Barring  unforeseen

The Electronic
D:gest

All KICA members with valid e-
mail addresses on file now have the
option of receiving Digest electronically
in lieu of hard copy delivery. Digest is
currently published on the KICA
website with paper copies mailed later to
all members. Electronic distribution
allows members to receive Digest earlier
while generating cost savings for KICA
since printing and mailing costs are
eliminated. Reduction in expenditures
for printing and postage would allow
occasional Digest issues with more pages
without increasing the budget. More
photos and stories of interest to
members could also be included. KICA
will continue sending hard copies to any
member who chooses not to exercise the
electronic option.

If your e-mail address is listed in
KICA’s database, you will soon receive a

See Electronic Digest on Pg. 8



Sandcastle Information

Phone (843)768-3875 ¢ Fax (843)768-3889

sandcastle@kiawah-owners.org * www.kiawah-owners.org
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SANDCASTLE COMMUNITY CENTER
July Events and Programs

Billy Dee’s 4th of July Dinner & Fireworks!

Join neighbors and friends at the Sandcastle for a festive 4th of July
feast! Enjoy fireworks from the Sandcastle veranda.

Date: Sunday, July 4, 2004

;F--Fa } Time:  6:30 pm to 9:00 pm ;FI-'.':‘\- }
L7 ?‘ Venue:  Sandcastle L7 s}\'
fn **Reservations Required™* |'|‘||

The Sandbar gafe

EI&WAH IBLARD

Now Open!
Tuesday-Saturday 11:00 am -4:00 pm
Sunday 11:00 am-3:00 pm
Closed Mondays

Calling All Kids!!!
Hot Shot Mini-Golf Tournament
Join us for the Sandcastle’s first ever mini-golf tournament just for

kids! We'll play a 10-hole course built especially for the tournament
and putt our way to some fantastic fun!

Date: Wednesday, July 28, 2004
Time:  2:00 pm

Cost: $8 per child

Venue:  Sandcastle

Thursday Night Dinners

July 8 Helping Hand
July 15 Chez Fish
July 22 True Charleston Cuisine

July 29 Fish Catering

Upcoming Special Events

Registration is required for ALL of the following events.

Sunset Cruises
Look for these dates in 2004 for this popular boat party. Space
is limited, so book early! Heavy hors d’oeuvres, cups, and ice will be
provided. Party-goers need to provide their own beverages.

Dates:  *July 2 at 6:45 pm
October 17 at 5:00 pm
November 7 at 3:30 pm
Cost: $35/person
*$40/person for this holiday trip
Venue:  Bohicket Marina Dock A

July 4th Poolside Community Party

Join the Sandcastle staff poolside for kids crafts, games, beach
volleyball and much more!

Date: Sunday, July 4, 2004

Time: 11:30 am-1:00 pm
Cost: FREE!
Venue:  Sandcastle Pool Deck

Afternoon Movie & Munchies
Join the Sandcastle staff for an afternoon matinee! We'll kick  back
and watch “Rookie of the Year” on our big screen TV while we enjoy
popcorn and snacks!

Date: Wednesday, July 7, 2004
Time:  3:00-5:00 pm

Cost: $2 per child

Venue:  Sandcastle

Sandcastle Outdoor Programs

Check out our variety of paddle sports including:

Kayaking
Canoeing
Surfing

Guided tours are available 7 days a week as well as rentals of all
three. Please contact (843) 768-5680 to schedule your tour today!




Surf’s Up!

The Digest's annual review

of what you need to know
about Kiawah’s beaches and

pools.

It’s that time of year and everyone is
ready for the warm summer weather and
water fun. During the season, now
through September, most folks on
Kiawah head to our lovely beach or dip
into one of the many pools. Following
is information gleaned from Dylan Jones
(Director of Recreation for Kiawah
Island Golf Resort), Rusty Lameo (Code
Enforcement Officer for the Town of
Kiawah Island), Kay Narmour (Director,
Recreation for KICA), Liz King
(Manager of the Night Heron Park
Nature Center), and Butch Neal (owner
of Island Beach Services). Hopefully, this
will help you, your children, and
grandchildren have a safe and enjoyable
summer in and around the water.

Water Safety

Good judgment is key when dealing
with a large expanse of unguarded beach.
Adults must take responsibility for the
safety of the children in their charge, not
only on the beach, but also when they
swim in unguarded pools. The only
guarded pools on Kiawah are KICA’s
pool at the Sandcastle and the Resort’s
pool at Night Heron Park. The public
beach at Beachwalker County Park has
roped-off swimming areas and a lifeguard
station; the rest of our beach is patrolled,
but not guarded.

Respect for the ocean, even in our
shallow and relatively safe water, is most
important when deciding when the

water may be too rough. It is always

better to err on the side of caution and
keep out of a strong undertow or current.

Flotation devices, which give a false
sense of security, are especially dangerous
in pools, as well as in the ocean, and
should be used only under the closest
supervision, if at all.

Stay away from the river inlets; the
Stono River Inlet is at the East End of the
island and Captain Sam’s Inlet is at the
West End.  Captain Sam’s Inlet is
particularly tempting at low tide when it
looks as if you could wade over to
Seabrook Island. Not only is there a
dangerous drop-off and strong current,
but an ordinance makes swimming in
Captain Sam’s Inlet illegal.

Help is Available

The Town of Kiawah Island has a
contract with Island Beach Services,
whom they have used since 1990, to
provide our beach with umbrella/chair
rental stands and to maintain a Beach
Patrol for all sections of the beach, except
those assigned to the Resort (in front of
the Inn, Night Heron Park, and
Windswept area). The beach is patrolled
year round. During the summer months,
Patrol hours are from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00
p-m.; between May 1 and the day after
Labor Day, the Patrol consists of two men
ecach on four-wheel vehicles and a
supervisor in a jeep.

This uniformed group roams the
beach every day. Their job is to answer
questions, enforce the Town beach codes,
and help with safety issues. They are all
certified lifeguards and Red Cross certified
in First Aid and CPR. Most are also
trained as EMT’s and have First
Responder certification. All of the four-
wheel vehicles carry oxygen and the
supervisor’s vehicle also carries an AED
(Automated External Defibrillator). In
case of emergency, you can reach Beach
Patrol via cell phone at 514-0102, or you
can contact the Beach Patrol supervisor,
Rod Miller, at 708-4098.

The people that man the
umbrella/chair stands, the Beach Patrol,
St. Johns Fire Department, and KICA
Security are all in communication with
one another. If you need help, go to any

one of them, and the whole network will
deal with your problem.

The Beach

Jellyfish stings do occur on our
beach. They are more prevalent in early
June and September. If you observe dead
or stranded jellyfish on the beach, take
care in the water, since they are most
likely there also. Do not touch jellyfish
on the beach because they may still have
the ability to sting you. If you are stung,
do not rub the sting with sand. Approach
any of the above mentioned beach
employees — they know what to do. Each
umbrella/chair stand keeps a first aid kit
and jellyfish sting solution.

A good item to keep in your beach
bag to relieve the sting is a product called
“After Bite.” It comes in the form of a
stick or as a moisture wipe and can be
purchased at the Night Heron Park
Nature Center shop or most pharmacies.
(It also works well on fire ant bites.)

If you can’t find help and don’t have a
sting reliever, a paste of baking soda and
water, or soaking with rubbing alcohol or
vinegar will help. A sting from a stingray
or skate is more painful, and much less
frequent. These stings should be treated
by soaking the area in non-scalding hot
water until the pain goes away. Unlike
jellyfish, who simply drift with the
current, stingrays and skates are skittish
bottom dwellers; it is a good idea to
shuffle your feet while wading in the
water — they are afraid of people.

Lost children are one of the more
common problems on the beach. Keep
your eyes on the children in your charge.
If they should become missing, go to any
of the beach employees immediately and
they will use their radios to initiate a
concentrated search.

Dogs are allowed on the beach.
However, from March 15 to October 31,
they must be on a leash between
Beachwalker County Park and the Beach
Club. Beach Patrol does enforce the leash
law. Please make sure that dogs do not
disturb our wildlife. Most importantly,
remember to clean up after your dog.
From the County Park to the Beach Club,

See Surf’s Up on Pg. 8






