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D I G E S T 
MISSION STATEMENT 

WE ARE COMMITTED TO ACCURATELY AND 
EFFECTIVELY REPORTING NEWS AFFECTING 
KICA, ITS BOARD, ITS COMMITTEES AND ITS 
MEMBERS, AND TO PRESENTING  DISCUSSIONS 
OF SIGNIFICANT ISSUES IN A BALANCED AND 
CONSTRUCTIVE MANNER.

STATEMENT OF  
EDITORIAL POLICY

UNDER DELEGATION BY THE KICA BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS, THE COMMUNICATIONS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE IS FULLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
EDITORIAL CONTENT OF THE DIGEST AND 
THE KICA WEB SITE.  ACCORDINGLY, WE 
SHALL ENDEAVOR TO REPORT OBJECTIVELY AND 
COMPLETELY ALL SIGNIFICANT NEWS RELATING 
TO KICA, ITS BOARD, ITS COMMITTEES, AND 
ITS MEMBERS.  WE SHALL ALSO PUBLISH 
EDITORIALS, IDENTIFIED AS SUCH, WHERE WE 
FEEL THAT THERE IS A NEED TO CLARIFY, 
EXPAND OR EXPRESS VIEWS AND OPINIONS ON 
RELEVANT ISSUES. THESE VIEWS AND OPINIONS 
WILL NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT THE VIEWS 
OF THE KICA BOARD UNLESS THEY ARE SIGNED 
AS SUCH.  FINALLY, WE WELCOME SUGGESTIONS 
FROM ALL MEMBERS ON ISSUES DEEMED 
SIGNIFICANT AND DESERVING OF PUBLICATION 
OR DISCUSSION.

Know the Rules – Security Alarm Signs
Kiawah Island’s general covenants do not per-
mit signage on residential properties, with the 
exception of ARB-approved construction signs.  
This extends to security alarm signs as well.  

We certainly want you to be safe and to de-
ter mischief.  Most alarm companies will offer 
small stickers to place on your windows, so it 
is apparent the home is protected by a security 
system.  However, KICA’s rules and governing 
documents do not permit the use of the larger 

security signs, which are designed for place-
ment in landscape beds or near front doors.  If 
you have these security signs currently posted 
on your property, please remove them, and de-
cline your security company’s offer to place this 
free advertising in your yard.

Knowing and understanding the rules for the 
island is important.  Look for other Know the 
Rules sections in future issues of Digest.

Rhett’s Bluff Pavilion: Set the Scene for Your Events   

Many association members may assume the 
Rhett’s Bluff River Landing is merely a site 
to launch boats for enjoying a day of fishing, 
kayaking or canoeing.  The Rhett’s Bluff pavil-
ion also serves as a delightful gathering spot for 
members and their guests.  

An open-air gazebo perched at water’s edge, the 
pavilion is ideal for outdoor celebrations, from 

a casual cocktail party to an 
intimate wedding ceremony.  
Set on five acres of natural 
landscaping, it is host to 
ever-present wildlife and en-
hances the peaceful stillness 
of the Kiawah River. 
The addition of restroom 
facilities this fall will make 
this a lovely and convenient 
amenity for a special event.   

Rhett’s Bluff pavilion is beyond the Vander-
horst gate, off Rhett’s Bluff Road.  Members 
may reserve the pavilion with a member of 
the Sandcastle staff at (843) 768-3875, or at 
sandcastle@kiawah-owners.org.

The association works hard at protecting your 
$30 million in infrastructure.  In the first quar-
ter of 2007, the following maintenance proj-
ects were begun or completed:

• Culverts – Below Street Replacements. Keep-
ing below-surface drainage viable on this sea 
island is a critical exercise in preventive mainte-
nance.  Metal pipes under roadways scheduled 
for paving this year are slip-lined or replaced 
before road paving begins, avoiding costly pipe 
collapses and damage to newly paved areas. 
 
• Broomsedge Lane Pipe Repair.  Last fall’s out-
fall inspections revealed that this metal storm 
drainage pipe had degraded.  To allow for wa-
ter drainage, the pipe will be slip-lined, if pos-
sible, and  replaced if not.

• Parkway Striping. As part of the Parkway 
repaving, staff has budgeted for permanent 
thermoplastic striping to be installed this year.  
Thermoplastic provides a better look with 
crisper edges.  Street reflectors will remain for 
better nighttime visibility. 

• Wash Rack Shed.  The maintenance depart-
ment uses a special water recycling system 
that catches waterborne chemicals from spray 
trucks and other machines, preventing run-off 
into the lakes system.  The new shed will keep 
excess rainwater and leaf debris out of the water 
recycling system.  Special bacteria break down 
the waterborne chemicals and the resultant 
“gray water” is safe for reuse in the association’s 
greenhouse operations.

Much Critical Maintenance Is Out Of  View
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If you love Kiawah’s natural environment and connecting with 
other members, join the association’s initiative to be nation-
ally recognized for conservation of its unique wildlife habitat. 
Off ered by the National Wildlife Federation, the program 
matches specifi c projects with points-goals. When the points-
goal is achieved, the community is awarded certifi cation.

Points are earned in four major categories: habitat certifi ca-
tion, education, community projects and administration. 
Projects include certifi cation of residential yards, and specifi c 
tasks like beach sweeps, educational seminars, plant sales and 
native plant rescues. 

Th ere are many ways for you to participate. Volunteers will 
be needed to serve on the certifi cation team, which will help 

set goals.  Later, a habitat team will help with planning and 
implementing educational and project goals.

Th is certifi cation is one of the association’s long–range goals 
toward enhancing and preserving the island’s natural habitat. 
Th e program will unite our community while promoting en-
vironmental health.

Norm Shea, director of lakes management, and Dave Achey, 
director of land management, will lead the project. To get in-
volved, please contact Shannon White (843-768-9194, ext 
202, 866-226-1770, or shannon.white@kiawah-owners.org). 

For more information on the NWF’s community habitat pro-
gram, visit http://www.nwf.org/community/.

Th e Kiawah Conservancy invites you to attend its 
annual Bobcat Ball on Friday, April 27 at 6:00 p.m. 
at Rhett’s Bluff  Landing.  Enjoy sunset cocktails, 
dinner, light music and exciting live auctions and 
drawings while visiting with friends and neighbors 
at this casual ball.  Event tickets are $80 per person, 
and registration is required by April 5, 2007.  Tick-
ets will not be available for sale at the door.

Drawing tickets are available in advance through 
the Kiawah Conservancy offi  ce.  All tickets will be 
available for pickup at the event.  Attendance is not 
required to enter the drawing; tickets can be mailed 
to you if you will not attend the ball. 

For more information, visit the Conservancy web 
site at www.kiawahconservancy.org, or contact the 
Conservancy staff  at 843-768-2029 or kiacons@aol.
com.

Register Now for 4th Annual Bobcat Ball  

Conservation Matters

Get Involved In Community Habitat Certifi cation  

 Conival Pursuit. Th is signed, framed print by Charlie Harper is one of several items 
off ered in special drawings.
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The July 2006 Digest reported on the wonderful fishing available on 
and near Kiawah.  That article mentioned an artificial reef structure 
located four miles off the Kiawah shore.  The Kiawah reef is now bigger 
than ever because the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) has added twenty thousand tons of material from the old Coo-
per River bridges.  The steel and concrete materials from the Grace 
Memorial and Silas Pearman bridges were shipped out on four sepa-
rate barges to the Kiawah reef.  The reef already included, among other 
things, material from the old Limehouse bridge, a 437’ hull of the Navy 
destroyer Robison and one million pounds of concrete debris from the 
demolition of the old St. Andrews wastewater treatment plants.

The Kiawah reef is the oldest artificial reef site in the state.  In the early 
1970s, before DNR started the artificial reef program, a private fishing 

group obtained permission from the Army Corps of Engineers to dump 
steel debris off the coast of Kiawah to create the reef.  In the late 70s, the 
state created the artificial reef program to regulate and control the cre-
ation of these reefs.  The Kiawah reef is now one of the largest artificial 
reef sites in the state, covering more than one square mile.

Off the South Carolina coast, only about 5 to 10 percent of the ocean 
bottom has the appropriate geological makeup to allow for the natural 
formation of a reef community. South Carolina created the artificial 
reef program to enhance recreational fishing and sport diving oppor-
tunities. The Kiawah reef attracts bluefish, cobia, amberjack, Spanish 
mackerel, king mackerel, black sea bass, sheepshead, porgy, red drum 
and black drum.  Artificial reef development in South Carolina’s waters 
is managed through DNR’s Marine Resources Division (MRD), which 
is located on James Island. 

Yellow nun buoys with 4-foot tall masts and radar reflectors mark most 
offshore artificial reefs. These buoys are maintained by the MRD to 
assist boaters in locating and using the reefs. Interested fishermen and 
divers can obtain the exact reef coordinates that can be programmed 
into a boat’s GPS system.  For more information, contact Bob Martore 
at the MRD offices at 843-953-9303 to obtain a copy of the Guide to 
South Carolina Marine Artificial Reefs.  Bob did reports that individuals 
and private fishing clubs can still contribute to the reefs and donations 
are frequently made as memorials.

Old Cooper River Bridges Added to the Kiawah Reef   

Plan to join fellow association members on March 17th at the fifth an-
nual “Celebrate Kiawah” party with a special St. Patrick's Day theme. 
The festivities are scheduled from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the River Course 
Clubhouse, which has graciously agreed to host the event while Sand-
castle renovations are underway. Celebrate is free of charge to members 
and their guests.  

Sponsored by the association’s community services committee, this 
popular gathering is traditionally held on the Saturday evening prior to 
the annual members’ meeting – and has welcomed between 500 to 700 
guests in previous years.

A dinner buffet will begin at 5:30 featuring the traditional corned beef 

and cabbage, as well as a chicken entrée with many delicious side dishes, 
cookies and brownies, iced tea and lemonade. Beer, wine and soda will 
be available.

This year’s entertainment will feature the Coconut Groove Band, con-
sisting of five talented musicians and singers who will perform through-
out the evening. You can dance the night away to their wide repertoire 
of music ranging from easy listening, soul, rhythm and blues, island 
theme, rock’n’roll, funk, and the blues. 

Reservations are required; simply RSVP to member services toll free at 
866-226-1770  locally at  768-9194, or by e-mail at  KICAadmin@kiawah-
owners.org.  We look forward to seeing you there!

Celebrate Kiawah On St. Patrick’s Day!

Members have two new means of communicating with the board, management and each other.  When you visit the homep-
age at www.kiawah-owners.org, you’ll see two new buttons that will lead you to the new offerings. One is a member comment 
forum, where members can post questions and even list items for sale.  The other is an online service desk, where you can 
conveniently request assistance or report problems.  While you are there, remember to sign up for instant news flashes to stay 
abreast of breaking news, subscribe to the Internet e-mail list to share instant communications with other members, or visit 
the new service provider directory to find just the right contractor for your job.

New Member Communication Tools 
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Abrams, Kathy
Andersen, Vagn
Anderson, Kiki
Andriadis, Taki
Benzel, John
Berger, Barbara
Blizzard, Marilyn
Bowers, Chris
Chatburn, Patricia
Colvin, Bunny
Corbett, Nancy
Corcoran, Corc
DʼAmbrosio, Marie
Dahlstrom, Chris
Dodge, Faith
Driskell, Lewis
Dunnavant, Bill
Eagle, Jeff
Evangelist, Joe
Farabee, Ben
Feldman, Robert
Fishman, Carol
Fitzgerald, Barbara
Freeman, John

Frisch, Richard
George, Nickie
Gherlein, Gerry
Hacker, Ron
Harmody, Matthew
Harris, Jean
Hart, Mike
Hindman, Bill
Hoopman, Bob
Howley, E.W.
Hutchinson, Shauneen
Hutchinson, Tom
Jalbert, Cheryl
Johnson, Bob
Johnson, Gerry
Jones, Scott
Korb, Cindy
Korb, Wendy
Kulick, Wendy
Lapp, Steve
Larsen, Brenda
Larsen, Charlie
Lehder, Will
Lewis, Barbara

Lynch, Jack
Manganella, Frank
McRae, Jim
McRae, JoAnne
Miller, Jo
Miller, Phyllis
Mishra, George
Morgenstern, Art
Mortara, Cindy
Mortara, Richard
Mulligan, Bill
Murphy, Dick
Murphy, Larry
Neuman, Joyce
Nicoli, Dan
Nicoli, Sarah
Norman, Lindsay
Norton, Norm
Oakley, John
Oakman, Bob
Orban, Steve
Pachuk, Richard
Patterson, Richard
Perry, Darwin

Perry, Susan
Pezzullo, Joe
Pezzullo, Linda
Pollitt, Ron
Ritchie, Ron
Rougier-Chapman, Alwyn
Sanders, John
Septer, Rose
Smith, Ron
Speno, Tony
Sperling-Newton, Judy
Tedesco, Ron
Toney, Dottie
Trees, Pete
Weaver, Craig
Wilkinson, Mia
Williams, Jim
Williams, Sandy
Wilson, Linda
Winkleman, Dee
Winkleman, Tom
Zambito, Joe

In Support of our Community
The KICA Board of Directors would like to take this opportunity to thank its many dedicated volunteers over the last year.  Vol-
unteers are the heart of any community.  This list of volunteers represents countless hours of service, and we applaud the efforts of 
every individual.  Volunteerism was wide and varied: from committee service, to teaching classes, to writing Digest articles, to tending 
leisure trails, to technology usability studies, to oyster restoration. Please join with us in acknowledging your friends, neighbors and 
fellow members:

Exchange Club Directory Listings
The Kiawah-Seabrook Exchange Club is preparing its annual address and phone directory 
update. If you would like to be listed, to be removed, or have a new address or phone num-
ber, you may contact Will Lehder at 843-243-9005, wlehder@hotmail.com. 

To volunteer to serve in 2007, 

contact Shannon at Shannon.White@kiawah-owners.org.

The board also extends a special thank you to the two outgoing member directors for 

their three  years of exemplary service to the Kiawah community as a board member: 

Avril Fenwick         Dick Sula



SANDCASTLE ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
Phone (843)768-3875 • Fax (843)768-3889

sandcastle@kiawah-owners.org • www.kiawah-owners.org  
Kay Narmour, Director of Recreation
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Sun Mon Tues Weds Thu Fri Sat

HOURS OF OPERATION
 Monday – Friday 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
 Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
 Sunday  11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m. Bridge 
Lessons

Private Event at
Cinder Creek

5:00 pm
POPS Progressive 
Dinner

8:30 am Bible Study
9:30 am Stitches’n 
Conversation
1:00 pm Book Club
4:00 pm Opera Lite

9:30 am
Continuing Italian
1:00 pm POPS  
Bridge

1:00 pm Conservation 
Matters: Seabirds
1:30 pm  Mah-Jongg

Private Event

8:30 am Bible Study

4:00 pm Opera Lite

8:00 am Kiawah 
Investment Club
9:30 am Continuing 
Italian
1:00 pm POPS Bridge

1:30 p.m. Mah-Jongg

8:30 am Bible Study
10:00 am Photography 
Club
1:30 pm Duplicate 
Bridge

9:30 am Continuing 
Italian

1:00 pm POPS Bridge

1:30 pm Mah-Jongg

8:30 am Bible Study 8:00 am Kiawah Invest-
ment Club
9:30 am Continuing 
Italian
1:00 pm POPS Bridge

1:30 p.m. Mah-Jongg

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

8 97 10654

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

1 2 3

Fitness Schedule*

Body Shaping
MWF  8:30 - 9:30 a.m.

$5 member/$8 guest

Light Conditioning
MWF  10:00-11:00 a.m.

$5 member/$8 guest

Pilates
Tuesday, Thursday
10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

$7.50 member / $10 
guest

Stability & Strength
Wednesday only
9:30-10:00 a.m.

$3 member / $5 guest

Fitness Schedule*

Restorative Yoga
Saturdays 8:30 - 10:00 

a.m.
$10 member/$12 guest

Personal training 
is available at the 

Sandcastle! 
Call (843) 814-9099 for 

more information.

29 30 31

* Please note that this schedule may be affected by the downstairs 
renovation of The Sandcastle.  Call Susan Lozier for personal training 
appointments (843) 814-9099.
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SANDCASTLE COMMUNITY CENTER
Spring Events & Programs

Please contact Sandcastle staff to make reservations or to register (768-
3875 or sandcastle@kiawah-owners.org). All scheduled events will be 
held at the Sandcastle unless otherwise noted.

POOL CLOSED 
THROUGH CONSTRUCTION  

Due to safety concerns, the Sandcastle swimming pool, playground and deck 
area will not be available for use until the new snack bar and playground 
construction is completed.  At time of publication, the expected completion 
date is April 30, 2007.  Special and private events for March and April are 
limited. If construction does not interfere, regular meetings and community 
events will continue as scheduled. You are welcome to check schedules by 
contacting Sandcastle staff. 

Opera Lite
Newcomers to this enjoyable, educational series presented by Dr. John Benzel 
are welcome to escape the house and “enjoy the show” with friends and 
neighbors.  Two video presentations remain in the series.  They are subtitled 
in English, with literary and historical references offered to enhance enjoyment 
and appreciation of opera performances.  Join us when you are in “the opera 
frame of mind.”
  Dates: Monday, March 5 and 12
  Time:  4:00 – 5:30
  Cost:   FREE

Continuing Italian Conversation
Enthusiastic participants in this interactive class taught by Kiki Anderson 
continue to study Italian conversation the “fast and fun way.”  Students will 
agree that the class is “molto bene!”
  Date: Tuesday, February 6 – May 8
  Time: 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
  Cost: FREE

Kiawah Investment Club
If you are interested in attending this investment forum led by members for 
members, please contact Will Lehder (243-9005, wlehder@hotmail.com) or 
Chris Dahlstrom (768-8655, abcdahl@bellsouth.net) for details.  The sessions 
are interactive; those who are actively involved in management of their 
portfolios are especially encouraged to join in.
  Dates: Tuesday, March 13 and March 27
  Time: 8:00 a.m.
  Cost: FREE
   

   Mah-Jongg
Join KICA member and instructor, Barbara Berger, who has enjoyed playing 
and teaching Mah-Jongg for 35 years.  The history of Mah-Jongg dates back 
4,000 years to the Chinese aristocracy.  Mah-Jongg, which was introduced to 
the United States in 1920, is a game similar to rummy.  Experienced players 
meet on Wednesdays.  Four sessions of lessons will be offered to beginning 
players in May. Lessons include an official National Mah-Jongg League 
Standard American card and a booklet of rules and instructions.  Lessons are 
limited to twenty, so please register early, and by April 15th.
 Date: Wednesdays, May 2, 9, 16, 23
 Time: 1:30 - 4:00 p.m.
 Cost: $20 per person

  

  

  “That’s Entertainment!”
 presented by The Kiawah Arts Council
Enjoy the Kiawah Arts Council’s “Silent Movie Night” at the Sandcastle.  
Enjoy this classic film genre, complete with thrills, comedy, suspense and 
pathos, accompanied by lively piano music. Dessert will be served, and your 
favorite beverage or wine is welcome. Complimentary tickets will be available 
at town hall beginning April 9th.
  Date:  Tuesday April 24
  Time:  7:00 pm
  Cost: FREE

Sunset Cruise
Is there a better way to enjoy springtime in the Lowcountry than a sunset 
cruise aboard The Island Breeze? The boat will depart from Bohicket Marina 
at 4:00 pm for a cruise through the tidal rivers surrounding Kiawah.  Heavy 
hors d’oeuvres provided; favorite beverages allowed.  Please call or email the 
Sandcastle to reserve your spot by April 1.
  Date:  Thursday, April 12
  Time:  4:00-6:00 pm
  Cost::  $40.00 per person

Sandcastle Memorial Day Weekend Unveiling
“A Look-See by The Sea”

Be on hand May 27th for the grand re-opening of the Sandcastle’s new fitness 
center, reception area and newly renovated verandah overlooking the ocean. 
Our new full-service snack bar, “The Castle Grill,” cabana area and children’s 
playground will also open this weekend.  Please visit and join us in celebrating 
their completion. 
  Date:  Sunday, May 27
  Time:  5:00-7:00 pm
 Please RSVP to the Sandcastle for this complimentary event.



On January 12, approximately 35 – 40 members attended an association-hosted mosquito control forum.   The intent of the forum was to continue 
to educate the association and its members about mosquito control, including misting systems.   Two experts – Joe Conlon of the American Mos-
quito Control Association (AMCA) and Bob Rosenberg of the National Pest Management Association (NPMA) –  made introductory remarks and 
responded to questions.   Principals from Palmetto Mosquito Control and Buzz Off, two companies who have installed mosquito misting systems 
on Kiawah, as well as Norm Shea, the association’s director of lakes management, were also available to respond to audience queries.

Bob Rosenberg, an industry advocate for the pest control industry, emphasized in his opening remarks that mosquito misting systems are a proven 
technology being applied over the last five years to a new market – residential homes.  They were used initially in and around barns and livestock 
sheds, with apparent success. His organization, the EPA, pesticide manufacturers, state pesticide regulators, misting system manufacturers and pest 
control operators have been working together over the past year to answer questions and resolve concerns about residential misting systems, such 
as: do misting systems damage the environment? Do they create problems with the human experience?  This collaboration has resulted in the fol-
lowing: completion of EPA risk assessments on the pesticides used in misting systems; re-labeling of these pesticides to include specific directions 
for use in misting systems; the development of a set of Best Management Practices, and the development of Advertising Guidelines, the latter two 
of which are not yet complete.

Joe Conlon stated the AMCA discourages the use of mosquito misting systems at the present 
time because (1) they dispense pesticides at predetermined intervals without surveillance data 
indicating a need for application, (2) the pesticides applied are subject to potentially significant 
drift off-site (192 feet with a 2 mph wind), and (3) they may unnecessarily promote insecticide 
resistance due to indiscriminate applications.  He did, however, state that the EPA indicates 
pyrethrins present minimal risk to humans.   Regarding surveillance data, attendees later learned 
that misting systems could be modified to mist only when target mosquito populations exceed 
a certain level (using for example, association standards as a baseline).  Modifications would add 
costs to the average $5000 system price tag.

Members then took the floor to express concern or support of the systems, and to ask questions 
(see sidebar).
 
Mr. Rosenberg concluded by stating EPA risk assessments have determined that properly used 
systems pose low risks to humans, animals, and the environment. He recommended that KICA 
approve mosquito misting systems, and suggested that to ensure that systems are installed prop-
erly, KICA could require: (1) that only licensed and regulated contractors be permitted to install 
and service misting systems and (2) that the systems installed meet Best Management Practices, 
which he said could be complete within the next month. (EPA data on pyrethrins is available at 
www.epa.gov/oppsrrd1/REDs/pyrethrins_red.pdf ).  
 
Mr. Conlon’s recommendations were that: (1) the use of these systems be discouraged by KICA, 
(2) KICA publish a Best Management Practices for these systems that would include the EPA’s 
eventual recommendations and the BMP under development by NPMA, AMCA and other 
stakeholders, and (3) KICA further publish information pamphlets for members outlining ac-
cepted integrated mosquito management strategies to help obviate the need for these systems.  
AMCA is willing to assist in the development of these information booklets.  

Dick Sula, chairman of the board, has agreed to allow the matter to be placed on the March 5th 
meeting agenda. Until a decision is made, the temporary operating ban is in effect.
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Mosquito Control Forum Held

Following is a representative sampling 
of views expressed by members attend-
ing the forum: 

Some members believe that the sys-
tems are effective and can be safely 
used when installed by experienced 
firms and operated in accordance with 
label instructions.  Others expressed 
concerns about the overall impact on 
other insects and Kiawah’s food chain, 
the ease with which the chemicals dis-
perse over large areas, impact on exist-
ing medical conditions, the unknown 
impact on bodies of water and their in-
habitants, the results of mixing system 
chemicals with chemicals used in es-
tablished association mosquito abate-
ment practices, and the need to take 
care with our “pristine environment.”  
Other concerns were whether systems 
could be improperly operated, by us-
ing different or stronger chemicals, 
or by manually overriding automated 
schedules. (They can, but substituting 
pesticides not specifically labeled for 
use or applying at rates greater than 
labeled would violate state and federal 
law and could result in enforcement 
action against the applicator.)  

Member
Thoughts
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Remembering Kiawah... Continued from page 1.
Rob Hull, now deceased, was an incredibly talented planner that worked 
for Sea Pines.  He was assigned to do the original master plan and took 
us through the initial rezoning effort.  A lot of what Kiawah is today 
in terms of that master plan has survived through changing economic 
times and changing legal times.  Much of the credit for that goes to 
Rob’s foresight.

Mark Permar (see the September and October Digests for interviews with 
Mark) came to Kiawah in 1979 and has been a steady influence on the 
island.  He’s what we call the “keeper of the flame,” our conscience.  His 
importance cannot be overstated.

Tommy Cuthbert unfortunately passed away last year.  As we were put-
ting together the first golf course – Marsh Point [now Cougar Point] 
– we hired Tommy, at the age of 27 or 28, as the first head golf profes-
sional at Kiawah.  There is nobody that I know that exhibited the grace 
and beauty as a person that Kiawah exhibits as a development more 
than Tommy.  He was always a friend and inspiration to me.

Digest: What major events in Kiawah’s history come to mind?

Pat: The first one was April of 1976 when we had the grand open-
ing of the Kiawah Island Inn.  The second was the emotional prop-
erty owner gathering we hosted following our purchase of the island 
in 1988.  Next would have to be Hurricane Hugo in 1989 and the 
reopening of the island on Thanksgiving of that year following initial 
cleanup.   The next major event was tied to Hugo because just a couple 
of months before Hugo hit, Kiawah had been selected by the PGA of 
America as the site for the 1991 Ryder Cup.  Because of that, members 
of our management team including myself, Buddy [Darby], Leonard 
[Long], Charlie Way and others were all invited to the 1989 Ryder Cup, 
the one immediately preceding the 1991 event, as special guests of the 
British PGA.  So we were all in England when Hurricane Hugo hit.  To 
be in England and watching on TV the devastation in Charleston, and 
fighting our way back home and to the island, was quite a time.  The 
storm was a shock but we just rolled up our sleeves and did what we 
needed to do to put the island back together again.  

Digest: When did you sell off the amenities to Landmark? [The resort 
amenities were subsequently sold to current owner Kiawah Island Golf 
Resort.]

Pat: That was March 31, 1989, about six months before Hugo.  
Part of our business plan from day one when we purchased Kiawah was 
not to be long-term owners of the resort component.  We wanted to be 
master developer and community builders and not to be resort opera-
tors.

Digest: Since KRA purchased the island, isn’t it true that the fortunes 
of the island have always been on the rise?

Pat: There are a couple of reasons why Kiawah has been fairly 
steady in the pace of sales.  Number one is the development plan itself.  
There has always been a steady hand at the trigger.  That hand for the 
last 10 years has belonged to Buddy Darby.  Kiawah was not one where 
large chunks of development properties were sold off to other develop-
ers who might have all converged at one time with plans to sell, and 
when a slowdown hits everyone panics at once, causing sales to drop off 
dramatically.  Kiawah has always been managed for the long-term and 
never for the short-term.  As a result we never experienced overheated 
investor speculation that many other communities have.  So, maybe 
our peaks were not as high as others, but certainly our lows were never 
as low.  Kiawah owners have enjoyed very steady appreciation and very 
strong underpinning of values for many, many years.

Digest: What are you most proud of?

Pat: Kiawah as a long-term community of families, not just a de-
velopment.

Digest: Thank you, Pat.

Property Type
Homes
$1 million and below
$1 million to 2.5 million
$2.5 million and above
Lots
Cottages/Villas
1 bedroom
2 bedroom
3 bedroom
4 bedroom

 #

31
52
43
135

34
43
50
1

 High

1,000,000
2,500,000
7,775,000
4,400,000

935,000
1,285,000
2,050,000
980,000

 Low

325,000
1,020,000
2,600,000
260,000

335,000
459,000
575,000
980,000

 Average

817,317
1,666,712
3,835,375
1,011,342

432,000
689,422
1,146,457
980,000

 #

79
91
21
255

46
122
33
2

 High

1,000,000
2,450,000
4,800,000
2,595,000

472,500
850,000
1,550,000
2,575,000

 Low

520,000
1,012,500
2,725,000
235,000

257,500
465,000
595,000
2,575,000

 Average

797,427
1,553,687
3,613,071
808,857

379,427
616,563
900,045
2,575,000

#

-61%
-43%
105%
-47%

-26%
-65%
52%
-50%

Price

2%
7%
6%
25%

14%
12%
27%
-62%

Sales Price Sales Price
2006 Year End Comparison 2005 Year End Comparison Quarterly

Change

Year End Summary
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